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A FAMILY OF EMPIRES OF SALVATION RELIGIONS —THE FIRST 300 YEARS

different corners of the early Islamic empire with the intent of highlighting on
patterns of similarity and difference.

Profile

Dr. Eugenio Garosi won his PhD in Arabic Studies and Ancient History from
LMU Munich and the University of Basel in 2019, focusing on Imperial Arabic
during the Umayyad and Early Abbasid periods. He has filled positions as
Research Associate in the SNF Project “Change and Continuities from a
Christian to a Muslim Society: Egyptian Society and Economy in the 6th to 8th
Centuries” at the University of Basel, and assistant to Prof. Dr. Ronny Vollandt
for cataloguing manuscripts from Damascus at Staatsbibliothek Berlin. He
has also contributed as a research associate to the Arabic Papyrology
Database Project at LMU Munich. As of 2024, he is a post-doctoral researcher
at Radboud University Nijmegen, running the project “From Mediator to
Anchorer: Scribal Innovation in the Early Islamic Empire and Its Curators”.

His publications include Projecting a New Empire: Formats, Social Meaning,
and Mediality of Imperial Arabic in the Umayyad and Early Abbasid Periods
(Berlin 2022) and, together with Sabine Huebner (chief editor) et al,, Living the
End of Antiquity: Individual Histories from Byzantine to Islamic Eqypt (Berlin
2020).
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the Universidad Nacional de San Martin, as well as the Einstein Research
Fellowship. He was speaker of the Collaborative Research Center “Governance
in Areas of Limited Statehood” (2009—2018) and since 2019 is speaker of

the German-Mexican Graduate School “Between Spaces”. He has published
numerous monographs, collected volumes, and articles. His latest

book Conquistadoren und Azteken was published by C.H. Beck in 2019.
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The world of nation-states and secular salvation ideologies (Communism,
Socialism, National Socialism, Fascism, etc.) is presently being shattered by
imperial powers, states, and proto-states, all of which refer to salvation
religions, Evangelical America, Orthodox Russia, Orthodox Israel, and the
Islamic State. The assurance of political religion contributes to current wars,
global migration, and the creation of new societies in the West, including the
Islamic world.

The transcultural dynamics of empires with salvation religions of Middle
Eastern origin are not yet well understood and are often taken for granted:
The Roman, Islamic, and Spanish empires all seem paradigmatic for our
understanding of Empire. Subsequent empires and political regimes all drew,
in one way or another, on the common heritage of the Roman, Islamic, and
Hispanic cultures. They all brought with them a dominant imperial language
and a dominant, if not exclusive, salvation religion. These set them apart from
other imperial traditions in Asia and Africa. More strikingly, they led to a
complete transformation of their colonial subjects, who had other religions
and languages to begin with. The new religion and language became an
inseparable part of identity: Spanish and Catholicism in the Americas,
Romance languages and Roman Christianity in Western Europe and the
Mediterranean, Arabic language and Islam in most of the Middle East and
North Africa.

In pursuing these comparative questions, we must include the roots: the
Sasanian Empire with Zoroastrianism and Persian, and even the Assyrian
Empire in some regards. There are obvious differences between the three
paradigmatic empires. The Roman Empire was invigorated by Christianity,
Islam rose with the Empire, while in the Spanish Empire, Catholicism was an
established religion in the ‘Old World’ at the time of the conquest. One
empire was maritime, the other was primarily land-based, and the third was
oceanic.

Comparing them allows for a better understanding of the elements of their
transformative power. The workshop will compare approximately the first
300 years of each empire, when they functioned as an almost unified
imperial body, before entering a state of ‘umbrella empire’ or their complete
dissolution, as in the case of the Americas.
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