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Title and summary of thesis: "Descriptive, analytical and comparative study of 
the iconography of the stelae of Roman cities: Caesarea (Cherchell) Sitifis (Sétif), Thamugadi (Timgad)".  

The objective of this thesis is to make an iconographic study of 266 stelae preserved in three Roman cities 
of ancient Algeria, namely: Caesarea Mauretaniae (Cherchell) in Caesarian Mauritania, Sitifis (Sétif) in 
Sitifian Mauritania and Thamugadi (Timgad) in Numidia. This study covers a chronological range from 
the Ier century BC to the IVe century AD and is based on a problematic made up of several questions: was 
there a typical funerary and votive art in North Africa? were there characteristics and artistic peculiarities 
specific to each city? Were there specific workshops for the production of stelae? How can they be 
recognised and where were they located within the ancient settlement?  
The thesis manuscript is composed of two volumes: a corpus consisting of a presentation and technical 
sheets containing a photograph, a description and a non-exhaustive bibliography for each stele. The 
second volume is a synthesis consisting of five parts. In the first part, we present the geographical and 
chronological framework of each city, as well as the state of the art of research from the first works to the 
present day. The second part deals with the contextualisation of the stelae and their typological study. We 
also deal with the materials and the sculpting processes. In the third part, we make an iconographic study 
of the human and divine representations, highlighting the iconographic particularities and the attributes 
specific to each city. We also deal with the question of iconographic peculiarities such as the figures on 
pedestals, the scenes of sacrifice on steles, the funerary steles placed under the protection of Saturn, etc. 
The fourth part deals with the sculpture workshops and the comparison of workshops and iconography 
between the three cities as well as foreign influences. Finally, the fifth part deals with the chronology of 
the stelae and the aspect of the society where the distribution of the stelae by sex and age is discussed; the 
signs of affection through the epitaphs and gestures... etc.  
At the end, a conclusion that answers the questions raised in the introduction. 
Keywords: Iconography; funerary and votive stelae; mythological figures; sacrificial scenes; sculpture 
workshops; materials; attributes; symbols.  
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